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IntRoductIon

In	typography	there	is	a	fundamental	relationship	between	the	
physical	image	of	the	text	and	the	visual	apparatus	of	the	reader.	
πFor	 2600	 years	 of	making	 and	 re-making,	 the	 breeding	 of	 the	
Roman	letter	has	been	under	way.	traditional	type	sizes	are	the	
product	of	a	 lengthy	accumulation	of	human	attention. 	like	a	
star	 crystallized	 out	 of	 the	 heavens,	 like	 a	 species	 of	 creature,	
each	size	of	type	is	relatively	absolute.	It	represents	a	reduction,	
a	cooking	down	of	the	reading	and	writing	experience	of	many	
generations.	 cycles’	 sizes	 follow	 in	 this	 tradition,	 a	 tradition	
which	has	at	its	base	an	unwavering	devotion	to	the	legibility	of	
the	text.
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cIceRo
against	verres

Judges,	at this	grave	crisis	in	the	history	of	our	country,	you
have	been	o∂ered	a	peculiarly	desirable	gift,	a	gift	almost	too
opportune	to	be	of	human	origin:	it	almost	seems	heaven-sent.	
For	you	have	been	given	a	unique	chance	to	make	your	senatorial	
order	less	unpopular,	and	to	set	right	the	damaged	reputation	
of	these	courts.	A	belief	has	taken	root	which	is	having	a	fatal	
e∂ect	on	our	nation	–	and	which	to	us	who	are	senators,	in
particular,	threatens	grave	peril.	this	belief	is	on	everyone’s	
tongue,	at	Rome	and	even	in	foreign	countries.	It	is	this:	that	in	
these	courts,	with	their	present	membership,	even	the	worst	
criminal	will	never	be	convicted	provided	that	he	has	money.
that,	then,	is	the	dangerous	crisis	with	which	your	order	

and	your	courts	are	faced.	speeches	have	been	prepared,	laws	
drafted,	with	the	purpose	of	inflaming	still	further	this	hatred	
that	already	rages	against	the	senate.	And	at	this	very	juncture	
Gaius	verres1	has	been	brought	to	trial.	Here	is	a	man	whose	life	
and	actions	the	world	has	already	condemned	–	yet	whose	
enormous	fortune,	according	to	his	own	loudly	expressed	
hopes,	has	already	brought	him	acquittal!	I,	gentlemen,	am	his	
prosecutor,	and	the	people	of	Rome	are	strongly	and	confidently	
on	my	side.	to	increase	the	unpopularity	of	your	order	is	very	
far	from	my	intention.	on	the	contrary,	I	am	eager	to	remove	
your	bad	reputation	–	which	is	as	much	mine	as	yours.	And
the	defendant	whom	I	am	prosecuting,	being	the	man	he	is,
provides	you	with	your	opportunity	to	recover	the	lost	prestige	
of	these	courts	and	to	regain	the	favour	of	Romans	and	the
outside	world	alike.
verres	has	sacked	the	treasury.	He	has	devastated	Asia	and	

Pamphylia.	His	tenure	of	the	city-praetorship	was	a	record	of	
robberies;	and	the	province	of	sicily	found	him	an	annihilating	
pestilence.	Pronounce	a	just	and	scrupulous	verdict	against	
verres,	and	you	will	keep	the	good	name	which	ought	always	to	
be	yours.	let	us	imagine,	on	the	other	hand,	that	his	great	wealth	
succeeds	in	undermining	the	conscience	and	honesty	of	the	
judges.	well,	even	then	I	shall	accomplish	one	thing.	For	the
general	conclusion	will	not	be	that	the	judges	failed	to	find	a	guilty	
defendant	–	or	that	the	defendant	lacked	a	competent	prosecutor.
on	the	contrary:	the	deduction	will	be	that	there	are	no	good	
judges	in	the	land.		 	 	 	 	 															
11/14  Cycles Eleven
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cIceRo
against	verres

Judges, at this grave crisis in the history of our country, you
have been o∂ered a peculiarly desirable gift, a gift almost too
opportune to be of human origin: it almost seems heaven-sent. 
For you have been given a unique chance to make your Senatorial 
Order less unpopular, and to set right the damaged reputation 
of these courts. A belief has taken root which is having a fatal 
e∂ect on our nation – and which to us who are Senators, in
particular, threatens grave peril. This belief is on everyone’s 
tongue, at Rome and even in foreign countries. It is this: that in 
these courts, with their present membership, even the worst 
criminal will never be convicted provided that he has money.

That, then, is the dangerous crisis with which your Order 
and your courts are faced. Speeches have been prepared, laws 
drafted, with the purpose of inflaming still further this hatred 
that already rages against the Senate. And at this very juncture 
Gaius Verres1 has been brought to trial. Here is a man whose life 
and actions the world has already condemned – yet whose 
enormous fortune, according to his own loudly expressed 
hopes, has already brought him acquittal! I, gentlemen, am his 
prosecutor, and the people of Rome are strongly and confidently 
on my side. To increase the unpopularity of your Order is very 
far from my intention. On the contrary, I am eager to remove 
your bad reputation – which is as much mine as yours. And
the defendant whom I am prosecuting, being the man he is,
provides you with your opportunity to recover the lost prestige 
of these courts and to regain the favour of Romans and the
outside world alike.

Verres has sacked the Treasury. He has devastated Asia and 
Pamphylia. His tenure of the city-praetorship was a record of 
robberies; and the province of Sicily found him an annihilating 
pestilence. Pronounce a just and scrupulous verdict against 
Verres, and you will keep the good name which ought always to 
be yours. Let us imagine, on the other hand, that his great wealth 
succeeds in undermining the conscience and honesty of the 
judges. Well, even then I shall accomplish one thing. For the
general conclusion will not be that the judges failed to find a guilty 
defendant – or that the defendant lacked a competent prosecutor.
On the contrary: the deduction will be that there are no good 
judges in the land.                     
11/14  Cycles Eleven Italic
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C i C e ro
against	verres

Judges, at this grave crisis in the history of our country, you
have been o∂ered a peculiarly desirable gift, a gift almost too
opportune to be of human origin: it almost seems heaven-sent. 
For you have been given a unique chance to make your Senatorial 
order less unpopular, and to set right the damaged reputation 
of these courts. A belief has taken root which is having a fatal 
e∂ect on our nation – and which to us who are Senators, in
particular, threatens grave peril. This belief is on everyone’s 
tongue, at rome and even in foreign countries. it is this: that in 
these courts, with their present membership, even the worst 
criminal will never be convicted provided that he has money.

That, then, is the dangerous crisis with which your order 
and your courts are faced. Speeches have been prepared, laws 
drafted, with the purpose of inflaming still further this hatred 
that already rages against the Senate. And at this very juncture 
Gaius Verres1 has been brought to trial. Here is a man whose life 
and actions the world has already condemned – yet whose 
enormous fortune, according to his own loudly expressed 
hopes, has already brought him acquittal! i, gentlemen, am his 
prosecutor, and the people of rome are strongly and confidently 
on my side. To increase the unpopularity of your order is very 
far from my intention. on the contrary, i am eager to remove 
your bad reputation – which is as much mine as yours. And
the defendant whom i am prosecuting, being the man he is,
provides you with your opportunity to recover the lost prestige 
of these courts and to regain the favour of romans and the
outside world alike.

Verres has sacked the Treasury. He has devastated Asia and 
Pamphylia. His tenure of the city-praetorship was a record of 
robberies; and the province of Sicily found him an annihilating 
pestilence. Pronounce a just and scrupulous verdict against 
Verres, and you will keep the good name which ought always to 
be yours. Let us imagine, on the other hand, that his great wealth 
succeeds in undermining the conscience and honesty of the 
judges. Well, even then i shall accomplish one thing. For the
general conclusion will not be that the judges failed to find a guilty 
defendant – or that the defendant lacked a competent prosecutor.
on the contrary: the deduction will be that there are no good 
judges in the land. 	 	 	 	 	 															
11/14  Cycles Eleven Semibold
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commentary	on	cicero

while	the	provincial	governor	regarded	it	as	a	
perquisite	of	his	o∑ce	to	despoil	his	province,	its	complete	exploita-
tion	was	due	to	the	system	which	placed	the	collection	of	provincial	
taxes	in	the	hands	of	private	individuals.	the	financiers	and	business	
men,	who	constituted	the	equestrian	order,	secured	at	an	auction	
held	in	Rome	the	right	to	farm	the	taxes	of	Asia;	and	the	large	sta∂	of	
agents	maintained	for	the	purpose	in	the	province,	while	supported	
by	all	the	resources	of	Rome,	were	responsible	only	to	the	“company”	
which	employed	them.	The sole object of such a company was to extract 
the uttermost farthing from the provincials.2	 	 	 	

10/13  Cycles Eleven, Italic, Small Caps

while	the	provincial	governor	regarded	it	as	a	per-
quisite	of	his	o∑ce	to	despoil	his	province,	its	complete	exploita-
tion	was	due	to	the	system	which	placed	the	collection	of	provin-
cial	taxes	in	the	hands	of	private	individuals.	the	financiers	and	
business	men,	who	constituted	the	equestrian	order,	secured	at	an	
auction	held	in	Rome	the	right	to	farm	the	taxes	of	Asia;	and	the	
large	sta∂	of	agents	maintained	for	the	purpose	in	the	province,	
while	supported	by	all	the	resources	of	Rome,	were	responsible	
only	to	the	“company”	which	employed	them.	The sole object of 
such a company was to extract the uttermost farthing from the provin-
cials.2
10.5/13.5 Cycles Eleven, Italic, Small Caps

while	the	provincial	governor	regarded	it	as	a	
perquisite	of	his	o∑ce	to	despoil	his	province,	its	complete	
exploitation	was	due	to	the	system	which	placed	the	collec-
tion	of	provincial	taxes	in	the	hands	of	private	individuals.	the	
financiers	and	business	men,	who	constituted	the	equestrian	
order,	secured	at	an	auction	held	in	Rome	the	right	to	farm	the	
taxes	of	Asia;	and	the	large	sta∂	of	agents	maintained	for	the	
purpose	in	the	province,	while	supported	by	all	the	resources	
of	Rome,	were	responsible	only	to	the	“company”	which	
employed	them.	The sole object of such a company was to extract 
the uttermost farthing from the provincials.2
11/14 Cycles Eleven, Italic, Small Caps
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commentary	on	cicero

while	the	provincial	governor	regarded	it	as	a	
perquisite	of	his	o∑ce	to	despoil	his	province,	its	complete	
exploitation	was	due	to	the	system	which	placed	the	collec-
tion	of	provincial	taxes	in	the	hands	of	private	individuals.	the	
financiers	and	business	men,	who	constituted	the	equestrian	
order,	secured	at	an	auction	held	in	Rome	the	right	to	farm	the	
taxes	of	Asia;	and	the	large	sta∂	of	agents	maintained	for	the	
purpose	in	the	province,	while	supported	by	all	the	resources	
of	Rome,	were	responsible	only	to	the	“company”	which	
employed	them.	The sole object of such a company was to extract 
the uttermost farthing from the provincials.2	 	 	 	

11/14 Cycles Eleven, Italic, Small Caps

while	the	provincial	governor	regarded	it	as	a	
perquisite	of	his	o∑ce	to	despoil	his	province,	its	complete	
exploitation	was	due	to	the	system	which	placed	the	col-
lection	of	provincial	taxes	in	the	hands	of	private	individu-
als.	the	financiers	and	business	men,	who	constituted	the	
equestrian	order,	secured	at	an	auction	held	in	Rome	the	
right	to	farm	the	taxes	of	Asia;	and	the	large	sta∂	of	agents	
maintained	for	the	purpose	in	the	province,	while	supported	
by	all	the	resources	of	Rome,	were	responsible	only	to	the	
“company”	which	employed	them.The sole object of such a 
company was to extract the uttermost farthing from the 
provincials.2
11.5/14.5  Cycles Eleven, Italic, Small Caps

while	the	provincial	governor	regarded	it	as	
a	perquisite	of	his	o∑ce	to	despoil	his	province,	its	com-
plete	exploitation	was	due	to	the	system	which	placed	the	
collection	of	provincial	taxes	in	the	hands	of	private	indi-
viduals.	the	financiers	and	business	men,	who	constituted	
the	equestrian	order,	secured	at	an	auction	held	in	Rome	
the	right	to	farm	the	taxes	of	Asia;	and	the	large	sta∂	of	
agents	maintained	for	the	purpose	in	the	province,	while	
supported	by	all	the	resources	of	Rome,	were	responsible	
only	to	the	“company”	which	employed	them.	The sole 
object of such a company was to extract the uttermost farthing 
from the provincials.2
12/15  Cycles Eleven, Italic, Small Caps
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C i C E ro
against verres

Judges, at this grave crisis in the history of our country, you
have been o∂ered a peculiarly desirable gift, a gift almost too
opportune to be of human origin: it almost seems heaven-sent. 
For you have been given a unique chance to make your Senatorial 
Order less unpopular, and to set right the damaged reputation 
of these courts. A belief has taken root which is having a fatal 
e∂ect on our nation – and which to us who are Senators, in
particular, threatens grave peril. This belief is on everyone’s 
tongue, at Rome and even in foreign countries. It is this: that in 
these courts, with their present membership, even the worst 
criminal will never be convicted provided that he has money.

That, then, is the dangerous crisis with which your order 
and your courts are faced. Speeches have been prepared, laws 
drafted, with the purpose of inflaming still further this hatred 
that already rages against the Senate. And at this very juncture 
Gaius Verres  has been brought to trial. Here is a man whose life 
and actions the world has already condemned – yet whose 
enormous fortune, according to his own loudly expressed 
hopes, has already brought him acquittal! I, gentlemen, am his 
prosecutor, and the people of Rome are strongly and confidently 
on my side. To increase the unpopularity of your Order is very 
far from my intention. On the contrary, I am eager to remove 
your bad reputation – which is as much mine as yours. And
the defendant whom I am prosecuting, being the man he is,
provides you with your opportunity to recover the lost prestige 
of these courts and to regain the favour of Romans and the
outside world alike.

Verres has sacked the Treasury. He has devastated Asia and 
Pamphylia. His tenure of the city-praetorship was a record of 
robberies; and the province of Sicily found him an annihilating 
pestilence. Pronounce a just and scrupulous verdict against 
Verres, and you will keep the good name which ought always to 
be yours. Let us imagine, on the other hand, that his great wealth 
succeeds in undermining the conscience and honesty of the 
judges. Well, even then I shall accomplish one thing. For the
general conclusion will not be that the judges failed to find a guilty 
defendant – or that the defendant lacked a competent prosecutor.
On the contrary: the deduction will be that there are no good 
judges	in	the	land.			 	 	 	 															
9/12  Cycles Nine
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C i C E ro
against verres

Judges, at this grave crisis in the history of our country, you
have been o∂ered a peculiarly desirable gift, a gift almost too
opportune to be of human origin: it almost seems heaven-sent. 
For you have been given a unique chance to make your Senatorial 
Order less unpopular, and to set right the damaged reputation 
of these courts. A belief has taken root which is having a fatal 
e∂ect on our nation – and which to us who are Senators, in
particular, threatens grave peril. This belief is on everyone’s 
tongue, at Rome and even in foreign countries. It is this: that in 
these courts, with their present membership, even the worst 
criminal will never be convicted provided that he has money.

That, then, is the dangerous crisis with which your Order 
and your courts are faced. Speeches have been prepared, laws 
drafted, with the purpose of inflaming still further this hatred 
that already rages against the Senate. And at this very juncture 
Gaius Verres  has been brought to trial. Here is a man whose life 
and actions the world has already condemned – yet whose 
enormous fortune, according to his own loudly expressed 
hopes, has already brought him acquittal! I, gentlemen, am his 
prosecutor, and the people of Rome are strongly and confidently 
on my side. To increase the unpopularity of your Order is very 
far from my intention. On the contrary, I am eager to remove 
your bad reputation – which is as much mine as yours. And
the defendant whom I am prosecuting, being the man he is,
provides you with your opportunity to recover the lost prestige 
of these courts and to regain the favour of Romans and the
outside world alike.

Verres has sacked the Treasury. He has devastated Asia and 
Pamphylia. His tenure of the city-praetorship was a record of 
robberies; and the province of Sicily found him an annihilating 
pestilence. Pronounce a just and scrupulous verdict against 
Verres, and you will keep the good name which ought always to 
be yours. Let us imagine, on the other hand, that his great wealth 
succeeds in undermining the conscience and honesty of the 
judges. Well, even then I shall accomplish one thing. For the
general conclusion will not be that the judges failed to find a guilty 
defendant – or that the defendant lacked a competent prosecutor.
On the contrary: the deduction will be that there are no good 
judges in the land.                     
9/12  Cycles Nine Italic
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C i C e ro
against verres

Judges, at this grave crisis in the history of our country, you
have been o∂ered a peculiarly desirable gift, a gift almost too
opportune to be of human origin: it almost seems heaven-sent. 
For you have been given a unique chance to make your Senatorial 
Order less unpopular, and to set right the damaged reputation 
of these courts. A belief has taken root which is having a fatal 
e∂ect on our nation – and which to us who are Senators, in
particular, threatens grave peril. This belief is on everyone’s 
tongue, at Rome and even in foreign countries. It is this: that in 
these courts, with their present membership, even the worst 
criminal will never be convicted provided that he has money.

That, then, is the dangerous crisis with which your Order 
and your courts are faced. Speeches have been prepared, laws 
drafted, with the purpose of inflaming still further this hatred 
that already rages against the Senate. And at this very juncture 
Gaius Verres  has been brought to trial. Here is a man whose life 
and actions the world has already condemned – yet whose 
enormous fortune, according to his own loudly expressed 
hopes, has already brought him acquittal! I, gentlemen, am his 
prosecutor, and the people of Rome are strongly and confidently 
on my side. To increase the unpopularity of your Order is very 
far from my intention. On the contrary, I am eager to remove 
your bad reputation – which is as much mine as yours. And
the defendant whom I am prosecuting, being the man he is,
provides you with your opportunity to recover the lost prestige 
of these courts and to regain the favour of Romans and the
outside world alike.

Verres has sacked the Treasury. He has devastated Asia and 
Pamphylia. His tenure of the city-praetorship was a record of 
robberies; and the province of Sicily found him an annihilating 
pestilence. Pronounce a just and scrupulous verdict against 
Verres, and you will keep the good name which ought always to 
be yours. Let us imagine, on the other hand, that his great wealth 
succeeds in undermining the conscience and honesty of the 
judges. Well, even then I shall accomplish one thing. For the
general conclusion will not be that the judges failed to find a guilty 
defendant – or that the defendant lacked a competent prosecutor.
On the contrary: the deduction will be that there are no good 
judges in the land. 		 	 	 	 															
9/12  Cycles Nine  Semibold
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c O m m e n TA Ry  O n  c I c e RO

while the provincial governor regarded it as a perquisite 
of his 	o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete exploitation was due to 
the system which placed the collection of provincial taxes in the hands of 
private individuals. The financiers and business men, who constituted the 
equestrian order, secured at an auction held in Rome the right to farm the 
taxes of Asia; and the large sta∂ of agents maintained for the purpose in 
the province, while supported by all the resources of Rome, were respon-
sible only to the “company” which employed them. The sole object of such a 
company was to extract the uttermost farthing from the provincials.2	
8/10.5 Cycles Nine, Italic, Small Caps

while	the	provincial	governor	regarded	it	as	a	
perquisite of his o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete exploita-
tion was due to the system which placed the collection of provincial 
taxes in the hands of private individuals. The financiers and business 
men, who constituted the equestrian order, secured at an auction 
held in Rome the right to farm the taxes of Asia; and the large sta∂ of 
agents maintained for the purpose in the province, while supported 
by all the resources of Rome, were responsible only to the “company” 
which employed them. The sole object of such a company was to extract 
the uttermost farthing from the provincials.2
8.5/11  Cycles Nine, Italic, Small Caps

while	the	provincial	governor	regarded	it	as	a perqui-
site of his o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete exploitation 
was due to the system which placed the collection of provincial 
taxes in the hands of private individuals. The financiers and busi-
ness men, who constituted the equestrian order, secured at an 
auction held in Rome the right to farm the taxes of Asia; and the 
large sta∂ of agents maintained for the purpose in the province, 
while supported by all the resources of Rome, were responsible 
only to the “company” which employed them. The sole object of 
such a company was to extract the uttermost farthing from the provin-
cials.2
9/11.5 Cycles Nine, Italic, Small Caps
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c o m m e n ta ry  o n  c i c e ro

while the provincial governor regarded it as a per-
quisite of his o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete ex-ploita-
tion was due to the system which placed the collection of provin-
cial taxes in the hands of private individuals. The financiers and 
business men, who constituted the equestrian order, secured at an 
auction held in Rome the right to farm the taxes of Asia; and the 
large sta∂ of agents maintained for the purpose in the province, 
while supported by all the resources of Rome, were responsible 
only to the “company” which employed them. The sole object of 
such a company was to extract the uttermost farthing from the provin-
cials.2	 	

9/12  Cycles Nine, Italic, Small Caps

while the provincial governor regarded it as a 
perquisite of his o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete 
exploitation was due to the system which placed the collec-
tion of provincial taxes in the hands of private individuals. The 
financiers and business men, who constituted the equestrian 
order, secured at an auction held in Rome the right to farm the 
taxes of Asia; and the large sta∂ of agents maintained for the 
purpose in the province, while supported by all the resources 
of Rome, were responsible only to the “company” which 
employed them. The sole object of such a company was to extract 
the uttermost farthing from the provincials.2
9.5/12.5 Cycles Nine, Italic, Small Caps

while the provincial governor regarded it as a	
perquisite of his o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete 
exploitation was due to the system which placed the col-
lection of provincial taxes in the hands of private individu-
als. The financiers and business men, who constituted the 
equestrian order, secured at an auction held in Rome the 
right to farm the taxes of Asia; and the large sta∂ of agents 
maintained for the purpose in the province, while sup-
ported by all the resources of Rome, were responsible only 
to the “company” which employed them. The sole object of 
such a company was to extract the uttermost farthing from the 
provincials.2
10/13 Cycles Nine, Italic, Small Caps
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C i C e ro

Ag A i n s t  V e r r e s

Judges, at this grave crisis in the history of our country, you
have been o∂ered a peculiarly desirable gift, a gift almost too
opportune to be of human origin: it almost seems heaven-sent. 
For you have been given a unique chance to make your senatorial 
order less unpopular, and to set right the damaged reputation 
of these courts. A belief has taken root which is having a fatal 
e∂ect on our nation – and which to us who are senators, in
particular, threatens grave peril. this belief is on everyone’s 
tongue, at rome and even in foreign countries. it is this: that in 
these courts, with their present membership, even the worst 
criminal will never be convicted provided that he has money.

that, then, is the dangerous crisis with which your order 
and your courts are faced. speeches have been prepared, laws 
drafted, with the purpose of inflaming still further this hatred 
that already rages against the senate. And at this very juncture 
gaius Verres  has been brought to trial. Here is a man whose life 
and actions the world has already condemned – yet whose 
enormous fortune, according to his own loudly expressed 
hopes, has already brought him acquittal! i, gentlemen, am his 
prosecutor, and the people of rome are strongly and confidently 
on my side. to increase the unpopularity of your order is very 
far from my intention. on the contrary, i am eager to remove 
your bad reputation – which is as much mine as yours. And
the defendant whom i am prosecuting, being the man he is,
provides you with your opportunity to recover the lost prestige 
of these courts and to regain the favour of romans and the
outside world alike.

Verres has sacked the treasury. He has devastated Asia and 
Pamphylia. His tenure of the city-praetorship was a record of 
robberies; and the province of sicily found him an annihilating 
pestilence. Pronounce a just and scrupulous verdict against 
Verres, and you will keep the good name which ought always to 
be yours. Let us imagine, on the other hand, that his great wealth 
succeeds in undermining the conscience and honesty of the 
judges. Well, even then i shall accomplish one thing. For the
general conclusion will not be that the judges failed to find a guilty 
defendant – or that the defendant lacked a competent prosecutor.
on the contrary: the deduction will be that there are no good 
judges in the land.		 	 	 	 	 															
7/10  Cycles Seven
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C i C e ro

Ag A i n s t  V e r r e s

Judges, at this grave crisis in the history of our country, you
have been o∂ered a peculiarly desirable gift, a gift almost too
opportune to be of human origin: it almost seems heaven-sent. 
For you have been given a unique chance to make your Senatorial 
Order less unpopular, and to set right the damaged reputation 
of these courts. A belief has taken root which is having a fatal 
e∂ect on our nation – and which to us who are Senators, in
particular, threatens grave peril. This belief is on everyone’s 
tongue, at Rome and even in foreign countries. It is this: that in 
these courts, with their present membership, even the worst 
criminal will never be convicted provided that he has money.

That, then, is the dangerous crisis with which your Order 
and your courts are faced. Speeches have been prepared, laws 
drafted, with the purpose of inflaming still further this hatred 
that already rages against the Senate. And at this very juncture 
Gaius Verres  has been brought to trial. Here is a man whose life 
and actions the world has already condemned – yet whose 
enormous fortune, according to his own loudly expressed 
hopes, has already brought him acquittal! I, gentlemen, am his 
prosecutor, and the people of Rome are strongly and confidently 
on my side. To increase the unpopularity of your Order is very 
far from my intention. On the contrary, I am eager to remove 
your bad reputation – which is as much mine as yours. And
the defendant whom I am prosecuting, being the man he is,
provides you with your opportunity to recover the lost prestige 
of these courts and to regain the favour of Romans and the
outside world alike.

Verres has sacked the Treasury. He has devastated Asia and 
Pamphylia. His tenure of the city-praetorship was a record of 
robberies; and the province of Sicily found him an annihilating 
pestilence. Pronounce a just and scrupulous verdict against 
Verres, and you will keep the good name which ought always to 
be yours. Let us imagine, on the other hand, that his great wealth 
succeeds in undermining the conscience and honesty of the 
judges. Well, even then I shall accomplish one thing. For the
general conclusion will not be that the judges failed to find a guilty 
defendant – or that the defendant lacked a competent prosecutor.
On the contrary: the deduction will be that there are no good 
judges in the land.                     
7/10  Cycles Seven Italic
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C o m m e n tA ry  o n  C i C e ro

While the provincial governor regarded it as a perquisite of his  o∑ce 

to despoil his province, its complete exploitation was due to the system 

which placed the collection of provincial taxes in the hands of private 

individuals. the financiers and business men, who constituted the 

equestrian order, secured at an auction held in rome the right to farm the 

taxes of Asia; and the large sta∂ of agents maintained for the purpose in 

the province, while supported by all the resources of rome, were respon-

sible only to the “company” which employed them. The sole object of such 
a company was to extract the uttermost farthing from the provincials.2	 6/9 

Cycles Seven, Italic

While the provincial governor regarded it as a perquisite of his  
o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete exploitation was due 
to the system which placed the collection of provincial taxes in 
the hands of private individuals. the financiers and business men, 
who constituted the equestrian order, secured at an auction held in 
rome the right to farm the taxes of Asia; and the large sta∂ of agents 
maintained for the purpose in the province, while supported by all 
the resources of rome, were responsible only to the “company” 
which employed them. The sole object of such a company was to 
extract the uttermost farthing from the provincials.2	

6.5/9.25 Cycles Seven, Italic

While the provincial governor regarded it as a perquisite of his  
o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete exploitation was due 
to the system which placed the collection of provincial taxes in 
the hands of private individuals. the financiers and business 
men, who constituted the equestrian order, secured at an auc-
tion held in rome the right to farm the taxes of Asia; and the 
large sta∂ of agents maintained for the purpose in the province, 
while supported by all the resources of rome, were responsible 
only to the “company” which employed them. The sole object 
of such a company was to extract the uttermost farthing from the 
provincials.2	

7/9.5  Cycles Seven, Italic
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C o m m e n tA ry  o n  C i C e ro

While the provincial governor regarded it as a perquisite of his  
o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete exploitation was 
due to the system which placed the collection of provincial 
taxes in the hands of private individuals. the financiers and 
business men, who constituted the equestrian order, secured 
at an auction held in rome the right to farm the taxes of Asia; 
and the large sta∂ of agents maintained for the purpose in the 
province, while supported by all the resources of rome, were 
responsible only to the “company” which employed them. The 
sole object of such a company was to extract the uttermost farthing 
from the provincials.2	

7/9.5  Cycles Seven, Italic

While the provincial governor regarded it as a perquisite 
of his  o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete exploita-
tion was due to the system which placed the collection 
of provincial taxes in the hands of private individuals. 
the financiers and business men, who constituted the 
equestrian order, secured at an auction held in rome the 
right to farm the taxes of Asia; and the large sta∂ of agents 
maintained for the purpose in the province, while sup-
ported by all the resources of rome, were responsible only 
to the “company” which employed them. The sole object of 
such a company was to extract the uttermost farthing from the 
provincials.2	

7.5/10 Cycles Seven, Italic

While the provincial governor regarded it as a perqui-
site of his  o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete 
exploitation was due to the system which placed the 
collection of provincial taxes in the hands of private 
individuals. the financiers and business men, who 
constituted the equestrian order, secured at an auction 
held in rome the right to farm the taxes of Asia; and 
the large sta∂ of agents maintained for the purpose in 
the province, while supported by all the resources of 
rome, were responsible only to the “company” which 
employed them. The sole object of such a company was to 
extract the uttermost farthing from the provincials.2	

8/10.5 Cycles Seven, Italic
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CICEro

agaINSt vErrES

Judges, at this grave crisis in the history of our country, you

have been offered a peculiarly desirable gift, a gift almost too

opportune to be of human origin: it almost seems heaven-sent. 

For you have been given a unique chance to make your Senatorial 

order less unpopular, and to set right the damaged reputation 

of these courts. a belief has taken root which is having a fatal 

e∂ect on our nation – and which to us who are Senators, in

particular, threatens grave peril. this belief is on everyone’s 

tongue, at rome and even in foreign countries. It is this: that in 

these courts, with their present membership, even the worst 

criminal will never be convicted provided that he has money.

that, then, is the dangerous crisis with which your order 

and your courts are faced. Speeches have been prepared, laws 

drafted, with the purpose of inflaming still further this hatred 

that already rages against the Senate. and at this very juncture 

gaius verres  has been brought to trial. Here is a man whose life 

and actions the world has already condemned – yet whose 

enormous fortune, according to his own loudly expressed 

hopes, has already brought him acquittal! I, gentlemen, am his 

prosecutor, and the people of rome are strongly and confidently 

on my side. to increase the unpopularity of your order is very 

far from my intention. on the contrary, I am eager to remove 

your bad reputation – which is as much mine as yours. and

the defendant whom I am prosecuting, being the man he is,

provides you with your opportunity to recover the lost prestige 

of these courts and to regain the favour of romans and the

outside world alike.

verres has sacked the treasury. He has devastated asia and 

Pamphylia. His tenure of the city-praetorship was a record of 

robberies; and the province of Sicily found him an annihilating 

pestilence. Pronounce a just and scrupulous verdict against 

verres, and you will keep the good name which ought always to 

be yours. Let us imagine, on the other hand, that his great wealth 

succeeds in undermining the conscience and honesty of the 

judges. Well, even then I shall accomplish one thing. For the

general conclusion will not be that the judges failed to find a guilty 

defendant – or that the defendant lacked a competent prosecutor.

on the contrary: the deduction will be that there are no good 

judges in the land.		 	 	 	 	 															

5/8  Cycles Five
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CICEro

agaINSt vErrES

Judges, at this grave crisis in the history of our country, you
have been o∂ered a peculiarly desirable gift, a gift almost too
opportune to be of human origin: it almost seems heaven-sent. 
For you have been given a unique chance to make your Senatorial 
Order less unpopular, and to set right the damaged reputation 
of these courts. A belief has taken root which is having a fatal 
e∂ect on our nation – and which to us who are Senators, in
particular, threatens grave peril. This belief is on everyone’s 
tongue, at Rome and even in foreign countries. It is this: that in 
these courts, with their present membership, even the worst 
criminal will never be convicted provided that he has money.

That, then, is the dangerous crisis with which your Order 
and your courts are faced. Speeches have been prepared, laws 
drafted, with the purpose of inflaming still further this hatred 
that already rages against the Senate. And at this very juncture 
Gaius Verres  has been brought to trial. Here is a man whose life 
and actions the world has already condemned – yet whose 
enormous fortune, according to his own loudly expressed 
hopes, has already brought him acquittal! I, gentlemen, am his 
prosecutor, and the people of Rome are strongly and confidently 
on my side. To increase the unpopularity of your Order is very 
far from my intention. On the contrary, I am eager to remove 
your bad reputation – which is as much mine as yours. And
the defendant whom I am prosecuting, being the man he is,
provides you with your opportunity to recover the lost prestige 
of these courts and to regain the favour of Romans and the
outside world alike.

Verres has sacked the Treasury. He has devastated Asia and 
Pamphylia. His tenure of the city-praetorship was a record of 
robberies; and the province of Sicily found him an annihilating 
pestilence. Pronounce a just and scrupulous verdict against 
Verres, and you will keep the good name which ought always to 
be yours. Let us imagine, on the other hand, that his great wealth 
succeeds in undermining the conscience and honesty of the 
judges. Well, even then I shall accomplish one thing. For the
general conclusion will not be that the judges failed to find a guilty 
defendant – or that the defendant lacked a competent prosecutor.
On the contrary: the deduction will be that there are no good 
judges in the land.                     
5/8  Cycles Five Italic
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c O m m e n TA Ry  O n  c I c e RO

While the provincial governor regarded it as a perquisite of his  o∑ce to 

despoil his province, its complete exploitation was due to the system which 

placed the collection of provincial taxes in the hands of private individuals. 

the financiers and business men, who constituted the Equestrian order, 

secured at an auction held in rome the right to farm the taxes of asia; and 

the large sta∂ of agents maintained for the purpose in the province, while 

supported by all the resources of rome, were responsible only to the “com-

pany” which employed them. The sole object of such a company was to extract the 
uttermost farthing from the provincials.2

5/8 Cycles Five, Italic

While the provincial governor regarded it as a perquisite of his  
o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete exploitation was due to 
the system which placed the collection of provincial taxes in the 
hands of private individuals. the financiers and business men, who 
constituted the Equestrian order, secured at an auction held in rome 
the right to farm the taxes of asia; and the large sta∂ of agents main-
tained for the purpose in the province, while supported by all the 
resources of rome, were responsible only to the “company” which 
employed them. The sole object of such a company was to extract the utter-
most farthing from the provincials.2	

5.5/8.25 Cycles Five, Italic

While the provincial governor regarded it as a perquisite of his  
o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete exploitation was 
due to the system which placed the collection of provincial 
taxes in the hands of private individuals. the financiers and 
business men, who constituted the Equestrian order, secured 
at an auction held in rome the right to farm the taxes of asia; 
and the large sta∂ of agents maintained for the purpose in the 
province, while supported by all the resources of rome, were 
responsible only to the “company” which employed them. The 
sole object of such a company was to extract the uttermost farthing from 
the provincials.2	

6/8.5  Cycles Five, Italic
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t e n  p o i n t

while	the	provincial	governor	regarded	it	as	a	
perquisite	of	his	o∑ce	to	despoil	his	province,	its	complete	exploita-
tion	was	due	to	the	system	which	placed	the	collection	of	provincial	
taxes	in	the	hands	of	private	individuals.	the	financiers	and	business	
men,	who	constituted	the	equestrian	order,	secured	at	an	auction	
held	in	Rome	the	right	to	farm	the	taxes	of	Asia;	and	the	large	sta∂	of	
agents	maintained	for	the	purpose	in	the	province,	while	supported	
by	all	the	resources	of	Rome,	were	responsible	only	to	the	“company”	
which	employed	them.	The sole object of such a company was to extract 
the uttermost farthing from the provincials.2	 	 	 	

10/13  Cycles eleven, italic, small Caps

while the provincial governor regarded it as a	perqui-
site of his o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete exploitation 
was due to the system which placed the collection of provincial 
taxes in the hands of private individuals. The financiers and business 
men, who constituted the equestrian order, secured at an auction 
held in Rome the right to farm the taxes of Asia; and the large sta∂ of 
agents maintained for the purpose in the province, while supported 
by all the resources of Rome, were responsible only to the “com-
pany” which employed them. The sole object of such a company was to 
extract the uttermost farthing from the provincials.2
10/13 Cycles nine, italic, small Caps
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e I G H T  P O I n T

While the provincial governor regarded it as a 
per-quisite of his  o∑ce to despoil his province, its 
complete exploitation was due to the system which  
placed the collection of provincial taxes in the hands 
of private individuals. the financiers and business 
men, who constituted the equestrian order, secured 
at an auction held in rome the right to farm the taxes 
of Asia; and the large sta∂ of agents maintained for 
the purpose in the province, while supported by all 
the resources of rome, were responsible only to the 
“company” which employed them. The sole object 
of such a company was to extract the uttermost farthing 
from the provincials.2

8/10.5 Cycles seven, italic

While the provincial governor regarded it as a perqui-
site 
of his 	o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete 
exploitation was due to the system which placed the 
collection of provincial taxes in the hands of private 
individuals. The financiers and business men, who 
constituted the Equestrian order, secured at an auction 
held in Rome the right to farm the taxes of Asia; and 
the large sta∂ of agents maintained for the purpose in 
the province, while supported by all the resources of 
Rome, were responsible only to the “company” which 
employed them. The sole object of such a company was to 
extract the uttermost farthing from the provincials.2	
8/10.5 Cycles nine, italic
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S I X  P O I n T

While the provincial governor regarded it as a perquisite 
of his  o∑ce to despoil his province, its complete exploi-
tation was due to the system which placed the collection 
of provincial taxes in the hands of private individuals. 
the financiers and business men, who constituted the 
Equestrian order, secured at an auction held in rome the 
right to farm the taxes of asia; and the large sta∂ of agents 
maintained for the purpose in the province, while sup-
ported by all the resources of rome, were responsible only 
to the “company” which employed them. The sole object of 
such a company was to extract the uttermost farthing from the pro-
vincials.2

6/8.5 Cycles Five, Italic

While the provincial governor regarded it as a perquisite of his  o∑ce 
to despoil his province, its complete exploitation was due to the sys-
tem which placed the collection of provincial taxes in the hands of 
private individuals. the financiers and business men, who constituted 
the equestrian order, secured at an auction held in rome the right to 
farm the taxes of Asia; and the large sta∂ of agents maintained for the 
purpose in the province, while supported by all the resources of rome, 
were responsible only to the “company” which employed them. The 
sole object of such a company was to extract the uttermost farthing from 
the provincials.2

6/8.5 Cycles Seven, Italic
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C i C e ro
Primum mihi videtur
de genere belli, deinde

de magnitudine, tum de
imperatore deligendo

esse dicendum.
3

36/37  Cycles thirty-six

I think it is best to deal
first with the nature of
the war, next with its

magnitude and lastly
with the choice of a

commander.
36/37  Cycles thirty-six italic
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c i c e ro
Causa quae sit, videtis:

nunc, quid agendum sit,
considerate. Primum mihi

videtur de genere belli,
deinde de magnitudine,

tum de imperatore
deligendo esse dicendum.3               

24/25  Cycles twenty-four

You see what the situation is:
now consider what is to be done.
I think it is best to deal first with
the nature of the war, next with

its magnitude and lastly with
the choice of a commander.

24/25 Cycles twenty-four italic
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cycles	twenty-four
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c i c e ro
causa quae sit, videtis:

nunc, quid agendum sit,
considerate. primum mihi

videtur de genere belli,
deinde de magnitudine, tum

de imperatore deligendo
esse dicendum.3               

18/19 Cycles eighteen

You see what the situation is:
now consider what is to be done.
I think it is best to deal first with
the nature of the war, next with

its magnitude and lastly with
the choice of a commander.

18/19 Cycles eighteen italic
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notes

1   Verres retired in exile after this speech, but like cicero himself, he was exe-
cuted by the Second Triumvirate (43 bce); the story was that Antony wanted 
one of his works of art. This translation and note are from the 1971 edition of 
Cicero: Selected Works, Penguin, translated by michael Grant.

2  Cicero in twenty-eight volumes, Cicero ix, translation by H. Grose Hodge, 
The Loeb classical Library, Harvard University Press, 1927–1990. This pas-
sage is from Hodge’s introduction.Verres had been the provincial governor 
of Sicily.

3  Cicero in twenty-eight volumes, Cicero ix, translation by H. Grose Hodge, The 
Loeb classical Library, Harvard University Press, 1927–1990. This passage is 
from Pro Lege Manilia (66 bce).
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cycles	GeneAloGy

the	 story	 of	 cycles	 begins	 with	 the	 story	 of	 Print.	 Print,	 the	
type,	is	thrifty	and	fit.	It	is	good	for	sprints,	and	perhaps	middle	
distances.	cycles	is	for	the	marathon.	At	full	stride	it	is	not	con-
cerned	about	mere	material	wealth.	the	realm	of	cycles	is	one	in	
which	the	written	word	is	king.
Print	has	been	fertile.	Parent	not	only	of	cycles	in	its	various	

sizes,	but	also	the	imperiale	Arepo,	and	together	with	cycles	has	
given	life	to	Sfpl,	a	multi-purpose	petit romain.
cycles	has	already	seen	productive	years.	now,	after	cuttings,	

grafts,	 transplants,	 a	 little	 compost,	 a	 little	water,	 new	 shoots	
have	 become	 trees.	 the	 cycles	 orchard	 has	 grown	 here	 on	
Alphabet	Farm.

14 February 2004
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